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The Tomahawk Transition Team continues to meet weekly and over the past month and a half we have been hard at work.  We 
have celebrated with great fellowship and community involvement at our Heritage Celebration on April 26th and the Thornton 
Chapel Dedication on May 17th.  There are many people to thank for all their contributions to both of these events and we are 
blessed to have so many willing members in our church family. 

Hopefully you received a copy of our Lessons Learned which was a summation of the Heritage Focus Point we began work on in 
March.  We wanted to share them again in the newsletter for anyone who did not receive a copy at church. 

Tomahawk Baptist Church 
Established 1776 

Lessons Learned In Heritage Focus Point 
April 2015 

Our Heritage: “How We Began and Evolved…to Now…and Laying a Foundation for the Future” 
Tomahawk Baptist Church is committed to being a Christian presence in the community. 
 Had African American and Caucasian members before and after the Civil War 

 Built a new structure at the intersection of Genito Road and Old Hundred Road, 1892 

 Moved to current location toward the center of Chesterfield County, making the church accessible from 
 every location in the area, 1918 

 Created cemetery for both members and non-members, 1946 

 
Tomahawk is a mission driven Body, locally, nationally and internationally. 
 Gave its first recorded contribution to Foreign Missions in 1817.  Church’s goal was $10.50 but received 
and gave $15 

 Contributed $25 to missionary work in the Commonwealth of Virginia, 1830 

 Formed the Ladies Aid and Mission Society, 1912 

 Sent mission teams to Maine and to the Matthew House in Canada for several years 

 Sent mission team to Alabama to minister to the indigent, 2008 

 Wholeheartedly endorsed the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship as its primary global mission connection, 
 1991 

 Voted to tithe to the Baptist General Association of Virginia, the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and the 
 Middle District Association, 2008 

 Mission Team sent to Shawnee, Oklahoma following 2013 disastrous tornado 

 
Tomahawk values spiritual health and growth. 
 Sunday School started in 1850 believing “It is the duty of every Christian to foster institutions whose de
 sign is the glory of God” 

 Formed First Ladies Aid and Missionary Society, 1912 

 Created culture of grace rather than “judging,” of dialogues to promote spiritual health and congrega
 tional life 

 Employed a full-time Pastor of Discipleship 

                    (Continued on page 2) 

From Your Transition Team 
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(Transition Team continued from page 1) 
 
Tomahawk is committed to intergenerational congregational opportunities. 
 Provides senior adult opportunities 

 Engages children and youth and provides opportunities for them to serve 

 Called Children’s Pastor and Pastor to Youth/Students 

 Develops opportunities to grow the young cloud of witnesses 

 
Tomahawk is committed to growing and developing male and female leaders of all ages. 
 Affirmed the equality of men and women in the work of the church, 1977 

 Constitution changed to allow women to serve as deacons, 1977 

 Joined the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, 1991 

 Church called first female Senior Pastor in 2011 who had served on the church staff since 2006 
 
We have begun work on the second Focus Point which is Mission / Purpose.  It is necessary for a congregation to periodically rede-
fine its sense of purpose and direction.  Why does Tomahawk Baptist Church exist?  Why is the work undertaken and what are our 
goals?  What are our core values?  These core values are essential values of the church that we will not compromise.  All of this 
combined will be crucial when we begin our search for a Senior Pastor. 

We look forward to updating you in the near future on our work related to Mission / Purpose.  We ask that you would continue to 
keep us in your prayers along with our pastors and staff.  Pray for our church and the members of our church on a regular basis.  
God is working through us and He has plans to do more great things through Tomahawk Baptist Church.  Again, a sincere thanks to 
all who helped make our Heritage Celebration and the Thornton Chapel Dedication possible. 

Sincerely, 

Darla Skinner, on behalf of the Transition Team 

John Bateman                                      Crystal Rosse                        Sally Waldrop 

Jeff Easton                                            Darla Skinner                        Burt Walker 

Pat Jennings                                         Robin Tarr                             Pete Zangardi 

Monday Night Videos & Conversation 

During some Monday nights during the summer, we will offer Video Messages and talks by other pastors.  These videos will be 
followed with a time of conversation.  It will be time to view and dialogue together around that night’s selected video message.  
Possible June dates are June 22nd and June 29th and likely starting time is 7 PM.  The dates will be confirmed and the selected vid-
eo and speaker will be announced in advance.  

B.B.S.: Bringing the Bible back to Summer 

Saturday, July 25 
9:00a.m. ~ 12:00 p.m. 

“Splashing in God’s Word” 
Please sign up on the bul-
letin board in the hallway 
to volunteer for this fun, 

family event. 
See Elaine Liebgott, Sue 
Stout or Burt Walker for 

more information. 



Newsletter, June 2015  Page 3 

From Your  Associate Pastor 

If you’ve been in my office before, you’ve likely seen the beautiful peace lily on my desk.  The fact that it’s still alive and thriving 
after three years is nothing short of a miracle since I’ve managed to kill every other houseplant for which I’ve ever been responsi-
ble.  In April, I went out of town and when I returned, I found that it had its first bud in almost three years!  I spent the next few 
weeks watching it excitedly, wondering each day when I came in if that would be the day it would’ve opened up.   Honestly, I was 
getting a little impatient.  There was a part of me that even wanted to try to “help it along.”  But the reality is, there’s nothing I 
could’ve done to speed up the process.  If I had tried to force the flower open, I would’ve done it harm.  All I could do is nurture 
the plant by providing an environment that is conducive to growth: watering it when the leaves begin to droop, making sure it gets 
enough but not too much light, providing the right size pot.   
 
There are seasons in our lives as disciples when we feel like flowerless plants; we’re still alive but it doesn’t seem like we’re grow-
ing, and the blossom of joy has been long-absent.  What do we do in these instances?  It’s tempting to look for the short cuts, but 
the beauty and growth we long for can’t be forced.  They come as we actively wait, nurturing the soil of our souls.  They grow in us 
as we practice our faith each day, guided on the journey by Christ, the author and perfecter of our faith.  Every time we give a cup 
of cool water to a thirsty person, we grow closer to Christ, the Living Water.  When we open our homes to others we honor the 
Son of Man who had no place to lay his head.  When we gather to worship and serve with other believers we incarnate God’s will 
on earth as it is in heaven.   
 
As I look ahead at this summer, I know there are many of you who are “churched out” – 
exhausted by the pace of life and ministry.  I hope you will take advantage of the lighter 
church schedule to find some Sabbath rest.  I also hope that you will continue to take 
advantage of the opportunities we will still have to connect with and encourage each 
other, to serve, and to worship together.  And more importantly, I pray that all of you 
will be open to the opportunities that God places in front of you each day to practice 
your faith, being the presence of Christ to your family, friends, coworkers, and everyone 
else you encounter.  Practicing our faith nurtures our souls and leads to lives that more 
closely reflect the character and teachings of Jesus Christ.  May it be so. 
 
Grace and peace to you on our shared journey, 

 

From Your Intentional Interim Pastor 

Thank you to so many who made the Thornton Chapel Naming Dedication a heart-warming experience.  The Transition Team 
worked for many weeks planning this celebration including the exterior Thornton Chapel sign now mounted above the chapel’s 
exterior front door, the Dedication Plaque and the picture slide show seen at the reception. 

Of course in addition to the Transition Team, many others worked for and contributed to this celebration event.  Thank you to each 
of you who helped make this event so meaningful and special.  Thanks to: Mark Jones and others for the video feed set-up so the 
service in the Thornton Chapel could be simulcast in the sanctuary; David Cheatham for hand-painting the Thornton Chapel slate 
given to Astra Thornton; Clyde Cottrell for making a new frame for Clay’s picture and the wooden blank on which the brass en-
graved plaque was mounted; Shirley Cottrell for coordinating the reception and to many others.  I know you will want to thank 
them as well. 

The Transition Team is now seeking to discern Tomahawk’s Mission/Purpose.  During this second Focus Point we identify Toma-
hawk’s Core Values, what values are most important to us as a congregation; the Mission we believe God has for TBC; the Vision of 
what TBC will look like moving into the Future and the Ministry Plan which describes our path to reach the Vision.   

We are on a exciting journey and moving forward. 

 



From Your  Budget Committee 
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Summer Giving 

It is that time of year again, when kids are out of school and families go on vacation… in short, summer is coming!  When you are 
away, the ministry expenses of the church continue.  It is important that giving does not get lost in the fast-paced craziness of sum-
mer.  If you are away, you may continue to give your tithes and offerings by mailing them to the church at 12920 Hull Street Road, 
Midlothian, VA  23112, or by on-line payments through your bank.  When we give our tithes and offerings, we honor God, demon-
strate our gratitude to God for each and every blessing and our commitment to His Mission that He calls us to be a part of.  Among 
many other things, in the coming months we will serve meals to the homeless, collect items for the Pediatric Wing at Chippenham 
Medical Center, and host a one day event for families.  To accomplish everything we feel God is leading us to do, it takes planning, 
volunteers and funds.   

Please be mindful of all we do when planning your giving in the upcoming months.   

Enjoy your summer and remember - GIVING FEELS GREAT!  
Thank you, 

The Budget Committee 

Spaces are $25 each 

Come to sell or come to shop! 

Concessions available throughout the day! 

Contact Jeanie Hill (804-790-1122) or Bonnie Cheatham (804-561-2890) for more details  

Congratulations, Graduates! 

On Sunday, June 7, we will be recognizing our graduating seniors in worship.  Please plan to attend 

and help us celebrate this important milestone with them and their families.   Graduates and their 

families are also invited to a special luncheon following worship put on by the TBC youth ministry.   
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Please continue to remember the needs of those being served by Mercy Mall. 
The Missions Board in the hallway has been updated and includes flyers from 
Mercy Mall, so you can learn even more about the services they provide.  Food 
is always the greatest need.  They are also in need of volunteers. In order for 
Mercy Mall to be open, there must be 2 people there at all times. So if you 
have some time, please consider volunteering.  

From Your  Missions Director 

From Your  Youth Leaders 

Chippenham Pediatrics 

After our visit to Chippenham Hospital's Pediatric Unit and a visit with one of our own church family members there, the Youth 
learned that there were more needs for the children there and decided that this is where God wants us to focus our next mission 
project. So, for the month of May and June the youth will be collecting the items on the list below. If you feel that God is calling 
you to help this mission, please place any donations in the large box outside of the main office. Thank you in advance.  

~Tomahawk Youth 

Babies 
Baby socks 
Bibs 
 
Toddlers/ Young Children 
Coloring books/Activity books 
Underwear 
Toys -Trucks, cars, action figures 
Stickers 
DVD's (these can be pre-owned) 
Games (these can be pre-owned) 
Wii games (these can be pre-own) 
 

Pre-Teen/Teens  
(All of these items can be pre-owned) 
Books  
DVD's 
Games 
Wii games 
 
All Children 
Kid size toothbrushes 
Children's toothpaste 
Stuffed animals 
Snacks - Peanut butter crackers, granola bars  

Help A Sister Church 

New Highland Baptist, a Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship & Baptist General Association of 
Virginia Church in Mechanicsville, is collecting 
400 one-gallon milk jugs for a Vacation Bible 
School.  Drop off 1 gallon milk jugs to TBC’s 
church office by Thursday, June 18th.   

Ok youth, Wednesday nights might be done for the summer, but we still have plenty of work to do! We have Feed the Homeless 
on May 31st, the Missions Mania car wash (which we will need many hands for, both youth and adult) and we are still collecting 
for Chippenham Pediatric Hospital. Plus, the Youth Leaders are coming up with mission projects and fun activities to do over the 
summer as well. So keep your eye out and your calendars open! I know God has big plans for this awesome youth group!!  
 
Graduation Sunday is June 7th!! After the service, we will have a graduation luncheon for the graduates 
and their families, the youth and their families and the pastoral staff and their families. Since the lunch-
eon is hosted by the youth group to celebrate our graduates, we will need as many youth and youth 
parents to help so we can make this a day to remember! We need volunteers to help set up, decorate, 
serve and clean up this event. Please let me (Rochelle) know if you are able to help. Thank you in ad-
vance.  
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Guys & Dolls 

Guys & Dolls , our Senior program at Toma-
hawk, is swinging into our summer mode !! 

We will meet for lunch and fellowship at 
Cracker-barrel on our regular meeting day---
the fourth Monday of the month--- for the 
months of June, July and August.   

We meet at 11:30 AM and  go Dutch for lunch.    We will still have 
a door prize !! 

Let Evelyn, Norma, Shirley or Ruth know if you can come, so we 
can get the right size table for our 
group.  You can sign up on the bulle-
tin board or call at the last minute if 
you need to at 804 337 8916.  

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE  !! 

STILL SPINNING A YARN 
 

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is honored to be 
presenting our 2015 graduates a prayer shawl 
on June 7th. 

Each shawl was done in green and white yarn 
to represent eternity and spirituality.  We wish Andrew 
Duesing, Will Gordon and Dirk Stout, our graduates, many 
blessings .  We hope they will be reminded as they use these 
shawls, that Tomahawk Church truly cares about them. 

We are so proud of our graduates !!! 

Thanks to Crystal Breedlove, Wendy and Paul Hare, and John Bateman who sang a four part gospel arrangement of "Bridge Over 
Troubled Water" at the Thornton Chapel dedication on May 17!  What a kick off to  a wonderful service of celebration!  Thanks 
also to Thomas whose a cappella rendition of "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" brought so much beauty to the program that 
day.  What a great day it was! 

The Sanctuary Choir and Praise Team will take a break for the summer starting in July.  We will rehearse at our regular times 
through Wednesday, June 24, and will resume Wednesday, August 19, to begin a new season with lots of new music to learn and 
fun times to share.  Please, if you have ever considered singing with us, join us in the fall!  We learn so much in rehearsal, and also 
have such a good time making music together!  Even if you can't start in August, join us when you can. The choir has added several 
members this past year, and are looking to grow in the coming months.  We would love to have you! 

In the meantime, if you would like to sign up to provide special music on a Sunday during July and August, it would be much appre-
ciated!  Starting May 31, there will a sign up sheet on the choir room door.  All the Sundays in July and August are open!  Solos, 
duets, trios, instrumentals, all are welcome.  Include your phone number next to your name and I will be in touch! 

Last month's featured hymn was "For the Beauty of the Earth", a hymn I always associate with summer.   Here's a spiritual that in 
June you'll hear the Sanctuary Choir sing as an anthem.  It's in the hymnal, although probably not as well known as many other 
hymns:  "Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work's in vain, But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again."  See you in 
church!  

Susan 

From Your  Music Director 

From the Beatification Team 

Thank you to all of those that have helped over the past sev-

eral weeks to clean up the grounds of our church. Also, thank 

you to Robbie Waldrop for the sandwiches and the use of 

your truck.  All of the areas look great. It was wonderful time 

of fellowship and friendship. We are looking forward to the 

next project.. 

Looking for a few good  
gardeners  
 
The beautification committee is looking for a few people to 

help with watering the flowers.  Please see Amy Dixon if you 

are interested in helping keep Tomahawk’s grounds green.   

MDBA Ministry House 

Volunteers are still needed to work on the Ministry House in the 
following areas during the next two weeks: finish hanging dry-
wall; doing trim work; installing exterior railings, and doing the 
screened-in porch.  If you can help, please contact Cliff Hardy, 
873-6832. 



Prayer Concerns 

Tomahawk  Members 
Nancy Barden 
Rucker Barden 
Chris Chance 
Marguerite Coates 
Willis & Sue Connell 
Jim Cosby 
Clyde Cottrell 
EB Davis 
Ed & Doris Hamlett 
Gene  & Jo Hartman 
Dorothy Holland 
Charles & Gail King 
Josh Liebgott 
Lloyd Mawyer 
Harold McCabe 
Elyvin Moore 
Charles Taylor 
Peggy Todd 
Beckett Walker 
 

Friends and Family  
Ralph Arehart 
Dawn Gray 
Chris & Jeanette Johnson 
Janet Morrisett 
Donna & Daryle Moyers 
Brenda Philbin 
Kenneth Smith 
David Stells 
Jeremiah Thompson 
Christal Ware 
 
Serving in the Military 
Hunter Cox—Kuwait 
Stan Gibson – U.S.S. Eisenhower 
Jason Hehl – Pentagon 
Melanie Hehl—Fort Bragg                    
Ryan Hehl - Ft. Bragg  
Mark Redman – Germany 
Jacob Sansbury - Iraq 
Kenny Tarrant  

 
Intentional Interim Process 
Transition Team 

Deacons on Call… 

Our deacons of the month will serve as ministers “on call” if 
you need assistance.  Don’t hesitate to contact: 

 

Elsie Dillard ~ 276-2088 
Burt Walker ~ 937-7837 
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Clay's Lighthouse has a new job!  It is waiting for each of us to 
help keep it full of groceries...You will find it in the hall just 

behind the sanctuary. 

The idea is for each of us to bring one item each time we gro-
cery shop and put it in the Lighthouse.  When the Lighthouse 

is full, we will take the food to Mercy Mall to be given to  
people who need it. 

 
LET'S TRY HARD TO DEVELOP THIS NEW HABIT 

IT'S SO HARD TO BE HUNGRY   

Sunday Morning Prayer Time 
Gather with others at 9:45 AM in Room 218 
to pray for Tomahawk Baptist Church, the 
Intentional Interim Process, the Transition 
Team and for God's leadership as we move 
into His future. 

Prayer List 

The prayer list is updated once a week. Copies are available  on 
the Office bulletin Board in the hallway.  Extra prayer request 
forms are located there as well.  

Welcome  New members! 

Dirk Stout and Bobby Stout 

May 10, 2015 

Baptism June 21, 2015 
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Tomahawk Baptist Church 

12920 Hull Street Road 

Midlothian, VA 23112 

 

Phone: 804-744-2044 

Fax: 804-744-7841 

www.tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Dr. Jim Vaught, Intentional Interim Pastor 

 jimvaught@aol.com 

Thomas Rawls, Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

 trawls@tomahawkchurch.org 

Susan Kish, Music Director 

 susanrkish@gmail.com 

Robin Tarr, Website Coordinator 

Jeanette Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 jjohnson@tomahawkchurch.org 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

PSM 10:30am 
2 
 

 
Transition Team  
Mtg. 7:00pm 

3 
 

Praise Team 6:15pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

4 5 6 
Missions Mania 

Yard Sale  7am-1pm 
Youth Car Wash 
9am-12pm 

7 
Graduation  

Sunday 

8 
PSM 10:30am 

9 
 

Transition Team  
Mtg. 7:00pm 

10 
 

Praise Team 6:15pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

11 12 13 

14 
 

 
 

Deacon Meeting 

after worship 

15 
PSM 10:30am 

Guys & Dolls  
Planning 10:30am 

Nominating Committee 

7:00pm 

16 
 

Transition Team  
Mtg. 7:00pm 

17 
 

Praise Team 6:15pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

18 19 20 

21 
Baptism Sunday 

Father’s Day 
Summer Begins 
 

22 
PSM 10:30am 

 
Guys & Dolls Lunch at 
Cracker Barrel 

 

23 
Transition Team  

Mtg. 7:00pm 
 
MDBA Meeting 

7:00pm (FH) 

24 
 

Praise Team 6:15pm 
Choir 7:00pm 

25 
 

 
FH Reserved (PM) 

26 27 
 

FH Reserved (AM) 

28 29 
PSM 10:30am 

30 
 

Transition Team  
Mtg. 7:00pm 

    


